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mechanism to protect our fisheries. By focusing 
already limited resources for monitoring and 
enforcement, it becomes more feasible to 
effectively address threats, such as habitat 
destruction, poaching, and climate change. A 
well-managed MPA can ensure protection of 
our cultural heritage and economy for future 
generations.

MPAs can work! They have been established 
around the world to help troubled fisheries in 
the United States, Belize, New Zealand, The 
Philippines, and South Africa. When used along 
with conventional management tools such as 
closed seasons, size limits, and fishing gear 

restrictions, MPAs will help to ensure the future of 
our oceans and our way of life in The Bahamas. 

Maintaining fisheries 
The fishing sector plays an important role in the 
economy and culture of The Bahamas. Healthy 
fisheries provide employment, food and recreation 
for locals. The local sale and export of fish, and 
inedible marine products (such as sponge and 
helmet shells) brings in ~$90 million to the 
economy annually. Fisheries support restaurants, 
the dive and hotel industries as well as many other 
sectors of the local economy.
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